

I believe that children learn through real life experiences, therefore when we have the opportunity, I like to provide activities that will accommodate this, such as the animals in my setting or through outings. In my family home we have the following pets, 4 dogs called Titch, Tiny, Dinky and Skye, Skye goes to work with my son Ben as she belongs to him, and the other 4 while I am working sit behind a stairgate in the corridor, a tortoise called Timmy, Kakariki parrot called Tweety Pie, and one corn snakes called Merlin, and a butter royal python called Bruce.
I may also allow supervised visits to the setting of other animals. Or in the past I have had a company called Zoolab where they have brought creatures in for the children to hold, look at and talk about. 

Before we allow animals into the Early Years, we will put the following safety measures into place. 

· A risk assessment will be completed and mitigations acted upon before any animal enters the nursery or garden space. 

· All parents/carers will be given advance details of any animals at the setting.

· All parents/carers will be asked for their written consent before their children are able to pet animals, where permission is not given alternative arrangements will be made. 

· A list of children’s allergies is included on all child record forms. Children who have allergies to animals, animal bedding or food will not be allowed in the same vicinity as the animals. If a child is allergic to a pet, I will ensure that they do not come into contact.

· Any animal entering my home will be tended to and supervised by me, or other family member at all times. Any children to the setting will be required to adhere to our vetting, signing in and supervisory procedures at all times. 
· When handling animals, to protect children and adults from cross contamination, any pre-existing skin lesions or wounds will be covered with appropriate dressings. 

· Children will be supervised at all times when they are in contact with animals and given specific instructions about how they can stay safe. 

· A first aid kit will be available nearby and a trained first aider. 

· All family members and children will follow the strict Hand Washing and Protective Clothing policy before and after handling animals and again before eating food. 
· All children must be encouraged to treat all animals with respect, learning how to handle them correctly.
· Children must be taught that not all animals are child friendly and that they should always check with the animal’s owner before attempting to stroke or handle them.

· Food for the pet must be stored safely away from the children’s reach

· A high standard of hygiene must be followed, with careful thought given to the placing of the feeding and drink bowls of dogs and cats.

· The garden must be checked every morning, before the children are permitted outside to play, to ensure that no animal has fouled it.

· The Child/Children will never be left alone with the dogs. The dogs are kept out the back of the house, this is where their water bowl is so they have access to this all the time, their food bowls are provided first thing in the morning and then removed and put on the dog food work top, and they have access to the back garden via a dog flap. I will ensure their safety at all times.
· If any of the pets are poorly at any time then I will seek the relevant treatment from the vets. 

· My bird will be in a cage during working hours with a padlock on the door to stop any children from opening the door.

Please also read the section regarding pets in my Health and Safety Policy.



I work as a self-employed childminder, I enjoy looking after and caring for your child, however like you I also have bills to pay and for this I need a regular income.

If you are having trouble paying your fees please come and talk to me about it preferably before the invoice is due to be paid.
All payments are in advance either monthly on the last working day of the month, or on the Friday before if paying weekly.

On the 3rd day after payment date, I can reserve the right to add a lateness charge to your bill of £10 a day, unless otherwise agreed.

You may be entitled to universal tax credit to help you pay your fees

If payment has not been received in whole or in part, I will withdraw my childminding service until payment has been made, and I may inform Insurance Company and their solicitors who can then help me in the recovery of the debt.

Amanda Ormerod   29th December 2022 updated the pets in our home

