

My home has been inspected by OFSTED and has passed the safety standards which allow me to become a registered childminder.

I am required by OFSTED to adhere to these standards and ensure a safe and secure environment for the children in my house and also when we go out and about, in order to do this, I carry out Risk Assessments.
All toys and equipment are regularly cleaned and checked before use.
I/we routinely practice fire drills

The garden is secure and is checked before letting the children out to play. The gate is locked with a padlock to stop the gate from being opened internally and externally.
I have in place policies to ensure that children do not attend my premises if they are unwell, or have shown signs in the previous 48hrs; this is to prevent the transfer of airborne or contact germs being spread to the other children in my care, also rendering me, Mandy Ormerod unable through illness to operate the business.

In order to practise good hygiene, children will be asked to wash their hands before and after eating. Also, after they have been to the toilet.

I have attended a first aid course, and so has my registered assistant, (David Ormerod) which will be kept current.

All of the following come under the health and safety window:

Hygiene

To promote good hygiene, I:

· Ensure all surfaces, equipment, toys and utensils are kept clean and any dangerous items repaired or discarded.

· Ensure all meals and snacks provided are nutritious and washed, prepared and stored correctly.

· Ensure all matters of personal hygiene are attended to in the appropriate manner.

Health

To prevent accidents and promote good health, I:
· Ask parents to keep their children away if they are ill or have an infection. (See Illness Policy and adhere to the Public Health England guidance on illness. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
· Ensure my first aid equipment is kept clean, current and replenished, with sterile items kept sealed in their packages until needed.

· Ensure my First Aid Certificate is kept up to date.

· Record any incidents or accidents, pre-existing injuries and details of any medication.
· Ensure that there is no smoking on the premises.

Safety

To maintain a safe environment, I:

· Ensure children are supervised at all times and safety checks are made regularly, both indoors and out.

· Ensure all dangerous materials and items are kept out of reach from children or placed in cupboards with safety catches.

· Ensure appropriate safety devices are in place, e.g. Fire blankets and guards, socket covers, smoke detectors and safety gates.

· Ensure safety restraints in pushchairs, high chairs and the car are appropriate.

Illness and Injury
Legal Requirement

I must notify Ofsted 0300 123 1231 or if registered with a childminding agency I will inform them of any serious accident illness or injury to, or death of any child whilst in my care and of the action taken in respect of it. 

Notification must be made as soon as reasonably practicable, but in any event within 14days of the incident occurring. 

I am also required to notify local child protection agencies of any serious accident or injury to or death of any child whilst in my care and act on any advice given. 

I have a paediatric first aid certificate (see wall) and first aid box.
Aim
Unwell children should NOT attend the childminding setting.
I expect parents to make this judgement, however the final decision is at my discretion.

Bringing an unwell child into my home places my own and other people’s children at risk. If I am ill, I am unable to care for any children. Parents should be aware that I may occasionally be unable to care for your child due to illness in myself or my own children. 
I will then contact you and give you prior notice so you can either choose to continue to send them to me or arrange alternative arrangements.  My husband David is my Emergency Assistant so there may be occasions if you are happy for him to care for your child/children.

I recognize the need to ensure all children are protected against sickness and infectious illnesses whilst in my care and I will ensure that all parents know and accept the procedure below should their child become unwell, sick or infectious.
Procedure
If a child becomes unwell, or I suspect a child is ill or infectious whilst in my care I will:

· Contact the parents, or if necessary, the designated emergency contact to advise the condition of their child and to arrange immediate collection. I will if necessary, obtain permission for administration of medicine. E.g. Calpol. Etc

· Keep the parent informed of the condition of their child until collection.

· Advise other parents if necessary.

A child with an infectious disease will not be able to return to my care until fully recovered. 48hr rule for all sickness and diarrhoea (My policy is one loose nappy) will apply as per the guidance under Public Health England, if for any reason I then become unwell or another family member, and I have to close due to parents deeming their child well enough but they are still showing signs of being unwell, then full fees will be paid for by the parent for their child, and you could be liable for fees incurred for the other children in my care. (Please see my if your child is ill policy)
No Smoking or Vaping 
There is a strict no smoking or vaping policy on my premises all visitors to my premises are aware that this is a childcare setting and on no circumstances are they allowed to smoke on the premises either inside or out and not in the presence of the children. I will not take children into smoky environments and avoid places that permit smoking wherever possible.

Medicine

I can only administer medicines and other treatments with the prior written permission of parents. I have a medication record book, which must be completed for each medication and signed by the parents. I will sign each time to indicate the treatment has been carried out according to the parent’s instructions. All medications supplied by the parents must be clearly labelled and in the original packaging, with the prescribed dosage from the GP or Hospital. All medicines in my home are locked away in a secure cabinet, or in the fridge out of reach of the children.

If your child becomes unwell whilst in my care e.g.: high temp, I will then contact you to see if you are happy for me to prescribe paracetamol and then ask you to collect asap, on collection I will then require you to sign the medication form to say you were happy.

Pets
I believe that children learn through real life experiences, therefore when we have the opportunity, I like to provide activities that will accommodate this, such as the animals in my setting or through outings. In my family home we have the following pets a Dogs called Titch, Tiny, Midget and Skye, Tortoise called Timmy, Kakariki Parrot called Tweety Pie, and two Corn Snakes called Panther and Merlin, and a Royal Butter Python called Bruce.
I may also allow supervised visits to the setting of other animals. Or in the past I have had a company called Zoolab where they have brought creatures in for the children to hold, look at and talk about. 

Before we allow animals into the Early Years, we will put the following safety measures into place. 

· A risk assessment will be completed and mitigations acted upon before any animal enters the nursery or garden space. 

· All parents/carers will be given advance details of any animals at the setting.
· All parents/carers will be asked for their written consent before their children are able to pet animals, where permission is not given alternative arrangements will be made. 

· A list of children’s allergies is included on all admission forms. Children who have allergies to animals, animal bedding or food will not be allowed in the same vicinity as the animals. If a child is allergic to a pet, we will ensure that they do not come into contact.

· Any animal entering my home will be tended to and supervised by its owner, keeper or suitable member at all times. Any visitors to the setting will be required to adhere to our vetting, signing in and supervisory procedures at all times. 

· When handling animals, to protect children and staff from cross contamination, any pre-existing skin lesions or wounds will be covered with appropriate dressings. 

· Children will be supervised at all times when they are in contact with animals and given specific instructions about how they can stay safe. 

· A first aid kit will be available nearby and a trained first aider. 

· All staff and children will follow the strict Hand Washing and Protective Clothing policy before and after handling animals and again before eating food. 

· All children must be encouraged to treat all animals with respect, learning how to handle them correctly.
· Children must be taught that not all animals are child friendly and that they should always check with the animal’s owner before attempting to stroke or handle them.

· Food for the pet must be stored safely away from the children’s reach

· A high standard of hygiene must be followed, with careful thought given to the placing of the feeding and drink bowls of dogs and cats.

· The garden must be checked every morning, before the children are permitted outside to play, to ensure that no animal has fouled it.

· The Child/Children will never be left alone with the dog. If someone knocks at the door etc, I will take the child/children with me to ensure their safety at all times.
Head Lice

Head lice can affect anyone and do not imply a lack of hygiene, and only with the co-operation of the parents can we ensure that the head lice are not passed from person to person.

In the even of head lice being discovered in the setting I ask that:

· Any child who has long hair to be put up in a ponytail to prevent the infection of head lice.

· Ask that parents check their child’s hair once a week with a head lice comb to aid early detection.

· I will inform all parents when head lice have been discovered, but I will not name the child to ensure confidentiality.

· I ask that I am informed immediately if head lice are discovered at home.

· I can help assist the parents with the removal of head lice by combing the child’s hair with a lice comb if required but I will then need written consent from parent/carer.

Biting

Biting can be an uncomfortable subject for parents of both the biter and the child who is bitten. I hope that this policy will explain how I will deal with the biting in my home. Please do discuss any concerns you may have regarding this issue with me. If your child is known to bite, I would prefer to know in advance.

Children bite for a variety of reasons, this may be because they are teething, frustrated, exploring using their mouth, asserting their independence and wanting to gain control, maybe of a toy or they could be stressed. It may also be because they want to gain attention.

I will work with you and your child to establish when and why they are biting. I will observe the child closely to see if certain conditions or situations trigger the behaviour and then work with them to try and avoid the incidents from occurring. This may involve altering the child’s routine, giving them more one to one attention, purchasing additional resources so sharing is not a major issue or if it is because a child is teething, I will provide them with suitable teething resources, unless you have a special one, they prefer from home.

I will ensure that if a child is bitten that they are comforted and given lots of attention. I will also ensure that any first aid is applied correctly if required and the incident will be recorded in my book and parents will be asked to sign and date it.

If your child bites then I will remove them from the situation, I will explain to them, according to their age and understanding that biting is unacceptable behaviour. For the younger child this may be by my tone of voice and facial expressions rather than lots of words. It may be necessary for me to exclude the child from an activity and use ‘time out’ until they are calm enough to return. I will also encourage the child to apologise to the child that they have bitten and work with them to develop strategies to help them deal with the reasons.

Many children go through a stage of biting, please don’t be alarmed it doesn’t last forever!

Amanda Ormerod 29th December 2022

