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In this current situation with the Pandemic please DO NOT send your child/children to me if they do not feel well any in way (regardless of whether they have coronavirus symptoms or not) the coronavirus symptoms are not just related to the three main ones issued by the government at the start. People have tested positive with just a headache or sore throat so please consider everyone involved. (Please see the Posters at the end of this policy)
If your child is feeling unwell or poorly, please keep them at home until their illness has passed:

This includes 48hours from the last episode of Diarrhoea or Vomiting of any kind. My policy states one loose nappy as I can’t take the risk.

Please consider the other children in my care, they and their families do not wish to be unwell.
I do not wish to be unwell myself and neither do my family; if I become ill and have to close due to illness knowingly brought in by a child, then full fee charges will be payable by the parent/parents of the ill child during this period of closure. You may also be liable for the fees of the other children in my care. 
If your child becomes unwell whilst in my care, I will contact you the parent in the first instance… for you to come and collect your child and refrain from my setting following the Public Health England protocol on illnesses. Including loose nappies after one I will let you know, if they have another they will need to be collected.
Regarding a temperature: If your child has a temperature they will need to be collected and kept at home until they are well and medicine free for a minimum of 48hours, i.e. they do not need the medication to keep the temperature at normal for their age, and they can join in with day to day activities, eating and drinking normally. 
See guide below over page:
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At this present time and with regarding Coronavirus (Covid-19) please do not send your child/children with any of the cold/flu like symptoms please see poster attached. 
Regarding Colds, Coughs and Sore Throats:  Can attend providing they are not poorly with it, which includes: 

· Constant green runny nose 
· Temperature over 38degrees, unable to join in with normal daily activities and routines, and if requiring medication.
· Coughing constantly, please stay at home until this is clear.

· If vomiting after coughing they will not be able to attend for 48hrs after last episode of sickness.

· If they attend with a cough and is sick here then I will contact you for collection.

If after a few days of rest and if they are starting to feel better then you can return.

Antibiotics: If on antibiotics then you will need to keep home for 48 hours after starting treatment to enable them to start working and to check for any side effects.

Medication: If your child is given new medication for any illness then they will need to be kept home for 48hours after starting treatment to check for any side effects.

DO NOT send your child/children in to my setting if they have had any Calpol/Paracetamol during the night before or in the morning, as we know that this can mask any high temperatures or illnesses they may have, and during this current pandemic with regarding Covid – 19 please consider other children in my care and also my own family. 

If I suspect that this has been given in order to mask any symptoms then you will be contacted for immediate collection and this could also lead to immediate termination of our contract and your Non-refundable deposit will be forfeited. 
If you have given any medication between 24-48hrs before you drop off then please discuss this with me before bringing them, this will be at my discretion if I except them or not.
Hand Foot and Mouth: Although not an excludable illness I do exclude as this is highly contagious, and children can not return until all spots have scabbed over, which usually takes approximately 5 days.

If you are having to give Paracetamol or something similar, then the chances are they are not well enough to attend the setting, as this will wear off by lunchtime and then I will call you to collect.

Conjunctivitis: Although not an excludable illness I do exclude as this is highly contagious, once they have had 2 days of antibiotics with no side effects then your child can return, and I will then continue with treatment.

Head Lice: If noticed you will be contacted to come and collect your child and then take them home for treatment.

Vaccinations: If your child/children have recently had their vaccinations, can you inform me preferably the night before and providing they are ok in themselves and with no side effects and they do not need Calpol/Paracetamol to get through the day, then I am more than happy to accept them into my setting, should they become unwell in my setting then I will contact you to arrange collection, if I feel they are not coping with their day, they may just need mummy/daddy cuddles.

For further information on this please refer to my illness policy under health and safety or go to the guidance on illness section on my website. 
Regarding anything Covid-19 please follow the government website for the current symptoms (there have been many in children not just the three well know ones)

One symptom you MUST isolate and test

· High temperature – above 38 degrees C
· New continuous cough – coughing episode is where a person is coughing so much that they can’t talk or is having trouble breathing, if they have three episodes like that in 24hrs they then need excluding and a test.
· Loss or change in taste and smell

· Sickness and Diarrhoea

· Some have seen a rash
If you have any one of the above can you please let me know, you can call 111 or 119 for more information and support of what to do next if you are unsure, but you will need to self-isolate for minimum of 10days and apply for a test, ( you do not need to apply for a test if you do not have coronavirus symptoms, but you may need to stay home until they are feeling a little better and able to join in,) if the test result is  positive then your child will continue to be off for minimum of 10days from the onset of symptoms, and the rest of your household, and anyone who has had contact with your child, will need to self-isolate for 14days, (if the test has been done too early this could potentially give you a false negative result, I believe there maybe a 5 day window, but please check with 111 or 119) if you are unable to get a test then you will have to self-isolate for the days the government have put in place. Please keep me informed.
If the test comes back as negative then you can return, if the isolation period is over, or and providing your child/children are well enough with no Covid-19 symptoms and they have had no medication, and are able to join in with the day-to-day fun, again as stated above: if it is positive then all others in my care will need to self-isolate for 14 days, if no symptoms all well and good, they can then return, if symptoms show then they will need to test and so on. I will also need to close and do the same and follow the current government guidelines which are always changing so please keep an eye on their website, https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
As this is my family, our home, our health and my business that would be affected you can return once test results have been shared with me, if you don’t want to share with me this is fine, but then you will be unable to return until you have completed the isolation period at the time which the government has outlined in their legislation.  Thank you for your understanding.

DO NOT return to me after isolation if they still have a high temperature.

If I remain open, while your child is away then full fee will be paid, if I have had to close then there maybe a voluntary fee to pay to help keep me sustainable, this will be discussed at the time...

Most people with coronavirus has at least one of the above symptoms 

I will update you if my information changes this has been updated again due to the guidance for early years and childcare providers during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, which was updated on 17th September 2020.
When your child returns after an illness, I will take temp on arrival and periodically throughout the day just to check they are well, if it is raised, I will then contact you again to collect.

On the 16th August 2021 rules changed regarding positive Covid – 19 cases in the household and the fact that isolation did not have to take place if you have been in close contact providing you have had both your vaccinations etc and that children could still attend nurseries/childminders if someone else dropped them off etc.

However unfortunately my policy states that I will NOT accept a child in from a household with a positive Covid-19 case, the reason for this that should someone then in my own household catch this I will then have to close for minimum of 10days, and if this should then move around my family members, I could be closed for a lot longer, also should I have other children in my care then this is also risking their health,  I have a duty of care to stop the spread of virus’ etc. I will however still charge as this comes under child/parent sickness policy fees, if I am ill or a member of my family then I will credit for time paid for but not used due to this type of illness. Thankyou for your understanding at this very difficult time.

This poster below is what we will both need to do in order to keep all safe.
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The above information is based on latest guidance 17.06.2020.
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Here is another poster 
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The NHS list 3 main symptoms:
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If you have any of the main symptoms, get a test as
soon as possible.
Stay home until you get the result.

Less common symptoms include*:

Fatigue, nasal congestion, conjunctivitis,
sore throat, headache, muscle or joint pain,
different types of skin rash,
nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, chills or

dizziness.

Source: WHO website SP





Please also see the poster below with the new symptoms listed from Centres for Disease Control and Prevention
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Symptoms of COVID-19 are similar in adults and
children and can look like symptoms of other
common illnesses such as colds, strep throat, or
allergies. The most common symptoms of
COVID-19 in children are fever and cough, but
children may have any of these signs or
symptoms of COVID-19:

Fever or chills

Cough

Nasal congestion or runny nose
New loss of taste or smell

Sore throat

Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
Diarrhea

Nausea or vomiting
Stomachache

Tiredness

Headache

Muscle or body aches

Poor appetite or poor feeding, especially in
babies under 1 year old




Amanda Ormerod 29th December 2022
Updated in August 2021 after legislation with regard to Coronavirus (Covid -19) changing all the time

